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Palmer will both canvass for the office,
though it is exceedingly doubtful whether
the motion will pass at the meeting of
governors in October. Mr. Palmer is one
of Mr. Brodie’s devoted friends who has
made a stand on this occasion for the sake
of appearances, but it is expected, from the
known good blood of Mr. Lane, that he will
not strike.

SECOND ASSISTANT-SURGEON AT ST.

GEORGE’S.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;In the last Number of THE LAN-
CET, in your comments on the new ap-
pointment of a second assistant-surgeon to
St. George’s Ilospital, you state that the
other two candidates, Mr. Palmer and Mr.
Lane, are &deg;‘ shams." In justice to myself
I feel it necessary to set you right on this
point, and to assert most positively that I
am no "sham" in this affair; but, on the
contrary, that I am opposed to the prin-
ciple of the appointment, that I voted
against it on Friday the 2ith ult., and that
I am the only candidate who did so. I
beg leave further to state, that I am in
earnest in the contest, and am determined
to persevere to the last, I trust with fair
grounds of success. Under these circum-
stances, Sir, I am sure you will see the in-
jurious tendency of your remarks, both to
my character and interests, at the present
moment, and I feel confident you will
hasten to do me justice by removing such
an erroneous impression at your earliest
opportunity. I am, Sir,

Your most obedient humble servant,
SAMUEL LANE.

No. 1, Grosvenor Place,
July 1, 1834.

SAMUEL LANE.

THE DEGRADING DISPENSARY SYSTEM.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,&mdash;In your Number of the ith of

June, there is a letter signed " H. B.,"
with some well-timed remarks on the at-

tempts of certain practitioners who would
obtain a little notoriety by the old and
stale method of giving away their ser-

vices ; and I think it but right, as one of
the profession, to say how heartily I agree
with that writer in what he has there
stated. I have resided in the same neigh-
bourhood as these dispensary gentlemen
for the last seven or eight years, and can
vouch for the inutility of anything addi-
tional in the dispensary way, there being
already something of that sort in almost

’ every street, and with whatever new fea-
tures this delusive proffer of medical clia-
rity may be given to the world the pro-
 fession well know, and the public also are
beginning to understand, the drift of such
fallacious contrivances.
London is perhaps the last place in the

kingdom where the poor can reasonably
complain of any want of medical atten-
tion, and I am wholly at a loss to know
how the projectors of a scheme such as
this can expect to sustain their respect-
able professional characters, by such a

contemptible expedient as this pretended
act of charity. Show me a parson or a

lawyer who offers his gratuitous services
like these men!

You, Mr. Editor, may write about medi-
cal reform as long as you please, but I
believe (and I know I am not singular in
the belief) that the defects in our pro.
fession are to be attributed fully as much

to the malpractices of some of its mem-bers, as to the rules by which we are

governed; and while we have to protect
ourselves, and the respectability of one
profession, from the degradations to which
it would be subjected by men who appear
to have very limited views in this respect,
I fear there is no great chance of amend-
ment.

I regret that the very sensible letter of
your correspondent is anonymous, and

being convinced that too much cannot be
openly advanced in reprobation of the
trickery of which it treats, I do not hesi,
tate to subscribe mv name and residence.
I am, Sir, your obedient servant,

ROBT. HANCORNE.

54, George Street, Euston Square,
June 20th, 1834.

MR. CORBYN’S TREATMENT OF CHOLERA.

, 
To tlte Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;Under a sense of duty to the public,
and in justice to the merits of one who is
too remote to speak for himself, I take
this opportunity of requesting you to in-
sert, in your very useful publication, a few
matters of fact relative to that formidable
disease with which this country has lately
been visited, the cholera.
When 1 was in India, in 1833, having

some cholera patients on board the ship
of which I was surgeon, I called on Mr.

Corbyn, garrison-surgeon of Fort William,
and author of a treatise on cholera, to

consult with him regarding the treatment.
He recommended me to bleed freely, and
to give sedatives, and, after a few hours,
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to purge ireely. This advice I adopted,
and I now feel it my duty to state that the

treatment was universally successful, while
. those who had previously been treated with

stimulants, invariably died.
I forward this communication to you

m consequence of having seen Dr.
James Johnson’s critique on Mr. Cor-

byn’s work in the Medico-Chirurgical
Review, wherein the reviewer has stated
that his, Dr. Johnson’s, and Mr. Cor-
hyn’s treatment are the same. But, so
far from this being the case, the fact is
that Dr. Johnson prescribes stimulants in Iconjunction with sedatives, which, I am
convinced, has been a very erroneous,
though a very common practice in many
parts of the world.

In subversion of another statement,
equally erroneous, which I have heard
made by many since my arrival here, viz.
that the epidemic which prevailed in this
country required a different mode of treat-
ment from that pursued in India, I will
mention the following fact :-On a visit to
Ireland, a few months back, when cholera
raged there, I was credibly informed that
a surgeon in Limerick, who had resided
some time in India, had treated the disease,
when in that town, on Mr. Corbyn’s prin-
ciples, and with the greatest success. I
am, sir, yours, &c.,

R. W. ROBERTS.
London, June 19th, 1834.

R. W. ROBERTS.

PLATES OF ARTERIES.&mdash;To tlle Editor
of THE LANCET.&mdash;Sir,&mdash;There appears to me to be
a strauge mystery respecting the Plates of the Surgi-
c.d Anatomy of the At’toies in which the names of
Messrs. Dermott, Bloxam, Millard, Madeley, Fry,
Cane, &e. are concerned. As there must be some-
thing wrong somewhere towards the profession, I
hope for its sake you wiil give the following state-
ment a place, to put other members on their guard.
I am personally unacquainted with any of the above-
named persons. A few months ago a person called,
a tell young man of good address, at my house, with
Part 1 of Plates of the Arteries, said to be by Mr.
Dermott. He showed a respectable list of subscribers,
aud as I thought well of the work I entered my
name. Pa ts 1,2, 3,4, and 5, came ont rather more
rapidly than I expected, all of them in the same

cover, with Mr. Dermott’s name ; the last two had
the cover turned, so that it appeared blank on the
outside. This, I thought, might be accidental. Part
G and 7 soon followed with blank covers, and yester-
day Part 8 made its appearance. As I had seen a
notice on the cover of THE LANCET respecting this
BBork, I looked over my Parts, and fonnd oncompar-
ing them with THE LANCET advertisements I had
been deceived. I therefore refused to ta’;e Part 8.
Mr. Dermott states in his advertisement that his
work is published in numbers, and that the third is
bitt just pnblislied. Mr. Bloxam’s plates are pub-
lished in fascicnli, the seventh of which is not to ap-
pe.tr until the first of July. The plates of my Parts
t, 2, 3, have Mr. Dermott’s name lithographed on
them. The Parts 4, 5, 6, 7, have their plates marked
Cane, dei." and " Madeley, lithog." The person
who brought Part 8 informed rne that the work was
now carried on bv Messrs. Bloxam and Rlillard for
Fry. T. Fry, Pentonville, appears to have been the
pnblisher of the first Parts I took in, and on Part 6

is pas’ed the ticket of T. FlY, Vellington Street,
Strand, not agred ing initli Messrs. Bloxam and M il-
lard’s advertisement, which announces Madeley as
their publisher. I am, Sir, yours respectfully,

Lisson Grove, June 14, 1834. J. HOULTON.J. HOULTON.

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTICE.

DIED at Edinburgh on the 9th of June
last, JoHN WISHART, Esq., F.R.C.S., in
the 53rd year of his age. Mr. Wishart
was known to the medical world as the
translator of the valuable works of Scarpa,
particularly of those on aneurysm and

hernia, for which laborious employment,
along with the addition of many useful
notes; he earned the gratitude ot all his

professional brethren. Besides these pub-
lications Mr. Wishart was the author of
several original essays which appeared at
different times in the Edinburgh Medical
and Surgical Journal. He was descended
from a very old and respectable family in
the county of Linlithgow, North Britain,
and was educated at the High School of
’Edinburgh, where he gained the gold
I medal, a great mark of distinction. He
’ received his medical education at the

Edinburgh University, and served an ap-
prenticeship with Mr. Russell, and wasfor some time one of the clerks of the

Royal Infirmary. He completed his edu-
cation in the most celebrated schools of
Germany and Italy, and when at Pavia he
formed an intimacy with Scarpa, and at
Vienna with Beer. Soon after settling in
Edinburgh, Mr. Wishart acquired a luera--
tive private practice, obtained the charac-
ter of a judicious and successful practi-
tioner, and continued to enjoy much public
confidence. His health, however, gave
way, being repeatedly attacked by alarm- -
ing h&aelig;morrhages from the nose, and he
died suddenly of palsy. Mr. Wishart also
officiated as one of the surgeons of the

Royal Infirmary of Edinburgh, and deli-

vered some clinical lectures in conjunction
with Professor Russell. In private life
Mr. Wishart was esteemed for an unas-
suming manner and modesty of deport--
ment, kind and charitable feelings, a

strong sense of honour and justice, and
much benevolence and affection as a

friend, husband, and parent. J. W.

’ KNIFE-AND-FORKERY.&mdash;The Worship-
: ful Company of Apothecaries give their
- annual grand feast on the 17th of July at
the Crozrra and Anchor. Some of the most
) celebrated conservatives and most power-

ful 
of the reformers, have received invita-

S tions to the table. Sir Henry Halford and
 Sir Astley Cooper lend their aid on the

occasion, as usual.


